Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Toronto (Canada)

ORTHODOX MISSION TEAM

-GUATEMALA 11 YOUTH

The Mission Board of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of Toronto (Canada), in cooperation with the
Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) will send a mission team to Nueva Concepcion, Guatemala
in June 2016. The objectives of this trip are to provide a Church school program for two communities in
southwest Guatemala and to introduce basic lessons of the Orthodox Faith for youth who are eager to
learn more about their faith. This Team, which is part of a long term initiative of the Orthodox Church in
Guatemala, will teach and uplift youth in communities near Nueva Concepcion.

The 2016 OCMC Youth Team to Guatemala has been invited to lead summer Church school programs
for youth (five to fourteen years old) in two local Guatemalan parishes outside of Nueva Concepcion,
Willy Woods and Malaga. The Team will prepare a five-day curriculum, introducing the Sacraments of
Baptism and Eucharist and some lessons on Church History. Additionally Team members will introduce
Bible stories, the lives of the Saints and icons in their lessons. Another hope is to teach the girls hymns
of the Divine liturgy and to teach the boys how to serve in the altar. Parents, local catechists and parish
leaders will be present to assist and also learn. The Team will also visit other Guatemalan parishes.

Decades of civil war have taken a toll on the people, economy and health care system of Guatemala.
Additionally, Mayans have endured greater poverty, less education and health services than other people
groups in Guatemala. Over the last two decades, the Church has grown to include a large number of
Guatemalan communities that number into the thousands of people. There are several dozen
communities, but only five priests who travel for miles to minister to their parishes. Because of the
newness of the faith, many of the faithful know very little about the Church.

The Church in Guatemala is in a period of growth. Over the last two decades, a large number of
communities began a spiritual journey that has brought them to Orthodoxy. Catechists travel

every two months to attend a catechism seminar to learn more about the Faith. Work with the

Orthodox people of Guatemala and the OCMC missionaries to Guatemala, which helps establish the
Orthodox Church and strengthens Eucharistic communities while supporting social projects that promote
self-sufficiency.

Applicants with a working knowledge of Spanish are encouraged, but not required. A special
request is for applicants with experience working with youth, altar servers or those knowledgeable
in Church music are encouraged to apply.

Fund raising - Each Team member IS responsible for the participant cost and airfare. Team members
raise funds to cover the cost of their participation. Participants ARE encouraged to let others know that
they will be sharing in the work of missions through their tax-deductible donations, and invite others to
participate through prayer and financial support. The cost includes room and board, local transportation,
orientation costs, ministry expenses, excursion and materials.

Share in a journey of faith... Orthodox Mission Team members are challenged to view the world with
God's eyes and seek how He wants to use them to fulfill His plans. This cross-cultural experience,
combined with outreach, offers participants a life changing and learning experience. This experience is
about people, culture and missions. It is also about prayer, for you and others; it is about God, those You
serve, and about yourself, as You serve Him.

Write to metropolis@gometropolis.org for application forms or for more information!
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